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Courtney H, Hodges was born at Perry, Georgia, on Fepuary 55 1887, 


‘and served as « cadct in the United States Military Acaneoiny; Wost Point, Now 


York, in 1904-1905. He enlisted in tho Regular Army! on:Novémber 5, 1906, and 
served for three years as private, corporal, end sorgount, of the 17th Infen-— 
try at Fort McPherson, Georgia, He was commissioned/a scéotiu licutonant of 

Infantry on Novomber 13, 1909, 


Ho was promoted to first licoutenent on July 1, 1916; to captain on 
Mey 15, 1917; to Major (temporary) on June 7, 1918; ana to licutenant colonel 
(temporary) on October 31, 1918, He rovorted to his prmancnt rank oi cap- 
tain on February 13, 1920, and was promoted to major on July 1, 19203; to : 
licutcnant colonel on October 1, 1934; to colonel on October 1, 1538; to brig- 
edicr goneral on April 1, 1940; to major general on May 31, 15 cha He was in- 
vested with the rank of licutonant goneral on Piatt | 16, 1943; to general 
(temporary) on April 15, 1945. 


SERVICE a 


; Ho served until Merch 1916, succossivcly, at Fort Leavenworth, Kensas; 
Sen Antonio, Tcoxas; in the Philippine Islands; ‘and et El Faso, Toxas,. Fron 
March 1916 to Fobruary 1917, he was on duty with Gencral Pershing's Punitive 
Expédition into Mexico asin officer of the 6th Infantry. 

After treining with the 6th Infantry in Southorn camps, he sailed for 
Freneco with that regimont in the spring of 1918, He participeted with his 
Togiment, a unit of the 5th Division, in the occupation of the Anould, Ste. 
Dic, end Villors-on-haye Dofconsive Sectors in Lorraine in Junc - Septembor 
1918; in the St, Mihiol Offensive of Scptember 1918; and in the Mouse-Argonne 
Offensive of Ocbober-Novomber 1918, Aftor the Armistice he particisated in 
the advance of the Amorican troops towerd the Rhinclend, and prior to his re- 
turn to ths United States in ths suimer'of 1919, saw servic. in Gormany, 
Luxembourg, and again in France, 


After his return to the United States he served at Camp Gordon, 
Georgia, with the. 6th Infentry uitil September 1919. “In 1520 he entered: the 
Ficld Artillcry School at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, and upon graduation he was as- 
signud to duty at the United States Military Academy, West Point, Now York, 
Relioved from duty at West Point in the summer of 1924, he was ordered to 
Fort Loavonworth, Kanscs, to onter the Comma:d and General Staff School, from 
which he was ercauate d in June 19256 


He ea that ordered to Fort Benning, Gcorgia, where ‘he was an in. 
structor it th. -Infantry School until June 1926, when he we: transforred to 
Lengley Ficld, Virginia, as the Infantry Instructor at ths Air Gorps Tactical 
School from which assignment he was relicved in th: summer of 1929, Aftor 
his noxt service which was at Fort Douglas, Utah; with tho 38th Injantry fiom 
August to November 1929, he was ordcroad ‘to Fort Benning, Gcorgia, as « mem= 
ber of the Infantry Board, on which assignment he continued wmtil August 1933, 
during which period he was also Captain of the Infantry Rirle Tcam at Camp 
Perry, Ohio, 


From August 1933 to June 1934 he was at tho Army Wer College in 
Washington, D, C,, anu upon graduction he was ordered to Vancouver Barracks, 
Washington, whore he served until May 1936, as Exccutive Officer of the 7th 
Infantry and lator as Exeeutive Officor of the 5th Infantry Brigade and the 
Vancouver District of the Civilien Conservation Corps. For two yoars bee 
ginning in May 1936, he wesm duty «et the Headquarters od the Philippine De= 

partment, Manila, In August tae ho a dell for auty at pe Be 
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wes eppointed Commandent of the Infantry School, In Merch 1941 Was ase 
Signed to ths office of the Chicf of Infentry, Washington, D, C., ba ecmeire 
Acting Chicf of Infentry, He wes appointed Chief of Infantry in May 1941 and 
in March 1942 he wes assigned to birminzham, Alebama, to so¢ome Commending- 
Gon_ral of tho Replace mont and School Commend of tho. Army Ground HOrGAR He 
leter beecme Comaanding Generel of the X Army Corps, 


He was assigned to the command of thse Third Army, Fort Sam Houston, 
Toxas; in February 1943, <nd served in this ccpacity until Merch 1944, whon he 
was assizmed to the European Theator of Operations, whore it wes announced 
that ho subscquently was placed in’ commend of the First: Army in frenee,°: 


For his services with tho Amorican Expeditionary Forces, World War I, 
he was awerded the Distinguished Service Cross, the citation for which roads 
as follows: 


"Ho personuclly conducted a reconnaissanes of the Mouse River to ado- 
termine the most advantageous location for a crossing and for a bridge site, 
Heving orgenized a storming party, ho attacked the onciy not 100 paces distant, 
end clthough failing, he mauaged to cffeet the crossing of the canal, citer. 
20 hours oi cocsoloss strugglins.. His foerlessness and gourage wore mainly 
Yrosponsible for the advenee of his brigade to the hoights ozst of th. Mousco," 

He was also awardod tho Silver Ster for gallantry in cction during 
the St. Mahiol and dear Offonsives. 


Ho was cwiided th Distinguished Service Medel in 1944, with the 


following citctions “ 

"Por oxccptionally nerd bgrior and distinguishsd service in positions c3 
of great Soe ee as Coaiandinzg Gonorcl,-Replecaient ani Sghool Command, 3 By 
and ég-Coumeiding Goncral X Corps, Gensral Hod so6 organized the Reolecomoent wa 3 
and School, Commend initially, displaying sound judgment, profossional skill, es 
untiring initiativ., ena dqavotion to duty, As a result, tho replecumont train- wad 
ing centors and schools of ths Arie Ground Foress wore peeratiod efi expended oo, 
so us to icet fully the iceds of the Army, Gonercl Hodges or; genized the X Corps as, 
initially and established its new units on a sounu and progressive basis of fmm - 
development end training, to the great advantage of or war effort," ME osm 

3 ; Finke 

He was awerded ai Oak Leaf Cluster for ths Distinguished Service , eae 

Medal in November 1944, with the followin, citation: eee 


Nor exceptionally maritarious and distinguished service to the Government ‘#mp#: 
n a duty of great responsibility, from June 6, 1944, to September 14, 1944. _Seatgns 
As Deputy Commandinz General and later as Commandin, General, First United 
States Army, Lieutenant General Hodges by masterful leadership of United States 
troops, drove the enemy from Normandy, across France to the Seine and thence 
to Holland, Belgium, Luxembourg, and the borders of Germany, During these 
fast-moving operations, General Hodges! command has benefited byhis farsighted 
concention oi the tactieal moves necessary to out-maneuver the enemy, know- 
ledge of his omtroops, and ability to foresee andplen for every eventuality 
of the eaiipaign, The outstanding successes of the First Rae under his di- 
rection demonstrate the high quality of the service of Lieutenant General 
Hodes: to the United States of America," ‘ 


On May 13, ree he was awarded the ussian Order of Soivaroté, First 
Class, . ‘ 
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